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International Broadcast Rheumatic Fever 


Leading British and American physicians, one of 
them Dr. William J. Kerr of San Francisco, 6000 
miles apart, will confer via the radio on the great 
menace to child health, rheumatic heart disease. This 
conference, the first international broadcast on any 
health problem, will be heard over the National Broad- 
casting Company, WEAF and the Red Network, on 
Monday evening, May 2, at 7.30, Eastern daylight 
Saving time. 
ciation, New York City, the conference-broadeast will 
‘observe National Child Health Day. 

Lord Thomas Jeeves Horder, physician-in-ordinary 
to the King of England, will open the conference 
speaking from London. Dr. Homer F. Swift of the 
Rockefeller Institute, New York City, and Dr. T. 
Duckett Jones of the House of the Good Samaritan, 
Boston, will then speak from Atlantic City where they 
will be attending the convention of the American 
Society for Clinical Investigation. Dr. William J. 
Kerr, president of the American Heart Association, 
will take up the discussion from San Francisco. 

Rheumatic heart disease is now recognized as one of 
the most crippling afflictions of children of school 
age. Its annual mortality rate is seven times that of 
infantile paralysis during an epidemic, while every 


Arranged by the American Heart Asso- 


health aspects of the disease, particularly in England. 


Dr. Kerr, from the West Coast, will tell of the work of 
the American Heart Association in this field. The 
radio audience will then be carried back to Atlantic 
City to hear Dr. Swift describe the medical investi- 
gations being carried on to isolate the cause of the 
disease. Dr. Jones will follow with a discussion of the 
treatment of children with crippled hearts, emphasiz- 
ing the need for long continued sanatoria! care. 

This international conference-broadeast was con- 
ceived by a committee of Irvington House, sanatorium 
for the case of children with heart disease at Irving- 
ton-on-Hudson, N. Y., in an effort to stimulate greater 
public interest and action in this major child health 
problem. It will acquaint doctors, and particularly 
parents and teachers, with the challenge of rheumatic 
heart disease, more dangerous because of the lack of 
knowledge of its nature and the difficulty in recogniz- 
ing its early symptoms. Although no effective cure 


has yet been found, it is hoped that this broadeast will 


be a first step in the earlier recognition of the disease 
which, if unchecked, finally ineapacitates the heart. 
A widespread realization of its prevalence should 


encourage increased support of scientific studies along 
these lines. 


year it invisibly cripples thousands more. Close to a 
million persons in the United State have hearts dam- 
aged by rheumatic fever. 

Lord Horder’s aerial report will dwell upon public 


: ~ 


The present difficulty in arousing the attention: of 
the public to rheumatic heart disease lies partly in its 
undramatic nature. Compared to the explosiveness 
and rapid pace of most childhood diseases, it plays the 
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triumphant but unspectacular role of the tortoise in 
the fable of the tortoise and the hare. It is not easy, 
without specific education, to recognize the first slow 
manifestations of rheumatic heart disease as the onset 
of a systemic-disease which may forever cripple the 
heart of a child. 

On the Radio Committee of the American Heart 
Association, responsible for arranging this conference- 
broadeast, are Dr. Arthur C. DeGraff, chairman, New 
York City; Dr. James G. Carr, Chicago; Dr. T. 
Duckett Jones, Boston; Dr. William J. Kerr, San 


Francisco; Dr. H. M. Marvin, New Haven; Dr. Edwin © 
_ tion are carried on with results that are satisfactory 


P. Maynard, Jr., Brooklyn; Dr. William D. Stroud, 
Philadelphia; also Miss Gertrude P. Wood of the 
American Heart Association and Mrs. Edwin H. 
Koehler of Irvington House. 


AMERICAN WOMEN WAR ON CANCER 


The Women’s Field Army of the American Society 
for the Control of Cancer will, in forty-four states, 
conduct an intensive educational and enlistment drive 
during April, the Cancer Control Month. In each 
state where the army is active its program has been 
approved and is supervised by physicians represent- 
ing the state medical society. 

Emphasis is being laid on the simplicity of the part 
the individual may play in saving thousands who 
otherwise would die of this malignant disease. With 
ignorance born of fear high-lighted as the chief 
enemy, thousands of women and their medical allies 
are pointing out that regularity in having a complete 
physical examination each year and alertness for the 
appearance of symptoms—the cancer danger sig- 


nals—which call for an immediate consultation with 


the family physician are the essentials of self protec- 
tion against cancer. Enlistment in the army and 
participation in its efforts to bring facts about this 
disease to the attention of everyone in the com- 
munity is declared to be the contribution to general 
health that each thoughtful man and woman should 
make. 


The danger signals, as given by the American 


Society are: 


1. Any persistent lump or thickening, especially in 
the breast. 

2. Any irregular bleeding or discharge from any 
body openings. 

3. Any sore that does not heal—particularly about 
the tongue, mouth or lips. _ 


cents. 
four cities of the county, together with the income 


with an artistic and durable cover. 
to the board of supervisors of Santa Clara County 


4. Persistent indigestion, often accompanied by 
loss of weight. 

5. Sudden changes in the form or rate of growth 

a mole or wart. 


SANTA CLARA COUNTY REPORTS 
The health officer of Santa Clara County, Dr. C. 
M. Burchfiel, has issued the report of the Santa 
Clara County Health Department for the calendar 
year 1937. 
Approximately 92,500 out of 145,000 residents of 


Santa Clara County are under the jurisdiction of 
the county health department. Only the cities of 


Palo Alto and San Jose are not included in the 
county territory covered by the department. 
Standard procedures in public health administra- 


in the maintenance of public health. The gross per 


capita cost of this department in 1937 was 32.9 
Revenues from health service contracts with 


from permits and fees, brought the net per capita 


-eost down to 26.2 cents. 


The report is printed attractively and is beuied 
It is a eredit 


and to the health officer. 


HIGHWAY EATING PLACES INSPECTED 


Highway eating places and service stations along 
the following routes were inspected during the month 
of February: Highway No. 101, Santa Rosa to Clover- 
dale, including Geyserville; Highway No. 12, Santa 
Rosa to Sonora; Highway No. 101, unincorporated 
towns of Goleta, Buellton and Carpinteria; Highways _ 
60 and 70 Imperial-Riverside county line to Indio 
junction of county road; Highway No. 99, including 
unincorporated areas of Mecca, Thermal and Coa- 
chella; Highway No. 395, Riverside to San Diego; 
Highway No. 111, Palm Springs to Indio; U. S. 
Highway No. 99 through Sacramento County from 
Sacramento to the San Joaquin County line; U. 8S. 


Highway No. 40 through Sacramento County from 


Sacramento to the Placer County line; U. 8. Highway 
No. 99 E through Tehama County from the Butte 
County line to Red Bluff; U. 8S. Highway No. 99 
through Tehama County from the Glenn County line 
to Red Bluff. 

The following tabulation summarizes the results of 
the places inspected : 


Number of eating places inspected___________- 184 
116 
Number of service stations inspected_________~_ 134 
31 
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SEASONAL PREVALENCE OF RABIES | 

According to a dictionary definition, dog days are 
the “hot sultry season of summer during parts of 
July and August so-called from the fact that the 
rising of the dog-star, Sirius, is, during that period 
coincident with the,rising of the sun. Owing to the 
precession of the equinoxes, the date of the heliacal 
rising of Sirius has varied through the centuries. 
The dog-days are now usually counted from July 3 
to August 11; that is, 20 days before, and 20 days 
after the conjunction.’’ 

It is assumed quite commonly that dogs ‘‘go mad’’ 
during ‘‘dog days,’’ and bite more frequently than 
at other seasons of the year. As a matter of fact, 
however, more rabid animals are discovered during 
the spring months than at any other season, 
although the incidence is almost as high during the 
cold months of winter. During the summer, which 
includes the ‘‘dog days,” only two animals become 
rabid to every three in the spring, and seven dogs 
become rabid during the summer months as com- 
pared with ten during the winter months. These 
ratios are based upon reports of rabies in animals 
for six years as presented to the United States 


Public Health Service by about half of the states of 


the Union. From the data prepared by the United 
States Public Health Service, it becomes apparent 
that there is an urgent need for systematic one 
hundred per cent control of dogs. at all seasons of 
the year. 

Objection to the enforcement of control measures 
is sometimes more prevalent during the winter 
months due to the mistaken impression that rabies 
is a warm weather disease in both animals and 
human beings. This impression is entirely wrong 
in so far as the season of incidence in animals is 
concerned. The situation differs very little in human 
beings. While more human eases are reported in 
July and August than in any other period of the 
year, there is little difference in the incidence in 
spring, summer, fall or winter. 

The slightly higher incidence in the summer 
months may be due to the length of the incubation 
period in man, which averages from six weeks to 
two months. Individuals bitten during the spring 
season when the disease is most prevalent in dogs 
might not show symptoms of the disease until the 
middle of summer. 

It must be recognized that rabies is an all year 
round disease and, in order to provide effective con- 
trol, stray dogs, particularly, must be gathered in 
at all seasons of the year. There can be no assur- 
ance of protection against this dread disease until 


Such time as rigid control measures are enforced 
without interruption in all sections of the state. 


‘THE TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS vs. TREAT- 


MENT OF WASSERMANN REACTIONS 


Dr. Mathhias Nicoll,‘ Jr., Commissioner of Health, 
Westchester County, New York State, discussed 
recently, in the bulletin issued by his department, 
the significance of the Wassermann reaction as an 
index to the presence of syphilis. He said: © 

“Tt is generally accepted that a Wassermann 


reaction denotes active syphilitic infection except 
in the presence of malaria, leprosy, yaws (which 


may or may not be a form of syphilis) and certain 
acute febrile states. However, this is an assumption 
and not a proved fact. There are those who believe 
the Wassermann reaction in late syphilis is of no 
more significance than a tuberculin reaction in 


tuberculosis, that it has little, if any bearing on the 


present activity of the underlying disease although 


its presence unquestionably demands a thorough 
physical overhauling of the patient, with special 


attention to the central nervous system (including 
the eye grounds) and the cardio-vascular system.’’ 


In the management of cases of syphilis, he said: 


‘‘Treatment of the early case of syphilis is relatively 
easy. As a rule, such patients respond quickly to 
treatment and serological as well as clinical cure 


usually results within two years. But the old case 
of syphilis who may have been infected five or more 
years previously is a decidedly different problem. 
If spinal fluid findings are negative, the eye grounds 


are normal, the cardio-vascular system is negative 


and there are no manifestations of syphilis other 
than a Wassermann reaction, a similar course of two 
years continuous treatment using both arsenicals 
and heavy metal should suffice. 
test remains positive (as it probably will), well and 


good. Let the physician and the patient forget it. 


It is extremely doubtful that the latter will develop 
subsequently any late manifestation of the disease 
and his life expectancy will probably not be 


MORBIDITY 


iii — for Following Diseases for Week Ending 


March 26, 1938. 
Chickenpox 


1076 cases: Alameda County 7, Alameda 1, Albany 43, Berkeley 
11, Oakland 75, San Leandro 7, Contra Costa County 20, Pitts- 
burg 2, Walnut Creek 2, Crescent City 1, Fresno County ie 
Fresno 5, Eureka 18, Imperial County 5, Brawley 1, Calexico 6, 
Inyo County :, Kern County 7, Delano 12, Los Angeles County 
96, Alhambra 12, Beverly Hills 5, Burbank 2, Compton 2, Covina 
1, Culver City 2, El Monte . El Segundo 1, Glendale 22, 
Huntington Park 1, Inglewood 3, Long Beach 46, Los Angeles 
138. Manhattan 5, Monrovia 4, Montebello 6, Pasadena 14, 
Pomona 83, Redondo 9, Santa Monica 17, South Pasadena 5, 
Whittier 4, Hawthorne 1, South Gate 4, Bell 3, Madera County 
6, Merced County 3, Napa 3, Orange County 9, Fullerton 3, 
Newport Beach 1, Santa Ana 17, Seal Beach 1, Laguna Beach 
2, Placentia 1, Roseville 18, Riverside County 4, Riverside 5, 
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Sacramento 28, San Benito County 1, San Bernardino County 
16, Ontario 1, Redlands 3, San Bernardino 3, San Diego County 
19, Coronado 17, El Cajon 1, National City 2, San Diego 51, San 
Francisco 68, San Joaquin County 17, Lodi rf Stockton 6, 
San Luis Obispo County 7, San Luis Obispo q, San Mateo 
County 2, Burlingame 2, Daly City 9, Atherton 3, Santa 
Barbara County 8, Santa Barbara 11, Santa Maria 1, Santa 
Clara County 5, Palo Alto 3, San Jose 8, Santa Cruz County 3, 
Santa Cruz 1, Benicia 6, Fairfield 2, Sonoma Count ee Sonoma 
1, Stanislaus County 10, Modesto 17, Turlock 3, uba City 2, 
Dinuba 1, Exeter 5, Lindsay 3, Tulare l, Ventura County 9, 
Santa Paula 4, Yolo County 4. i 


Diphtheria 


30 cases: Alameda County 1, San Leandro 1, Los Angeles 
County 1, Azusa 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 15, Redondo 2, 
Riverside County LF Corona l, San Bernardino County 1, San 
Francisco 1, Santa Clara County 1, San Jose 3. 


German Measles 


39 cases: Alameda 2, Aibeao 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland 2, 
Bakersfield 1, Delano 2, Los Angeles County 2, Long Beach 5, 
Los Angeles 1. Pasadena 1, Pomona 1, Orange County l, Ana- 
heim = 4, Ontario 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 11, Santa 
Barbara 1, San Jose 1, 


Influenza 


49 cases: Kern County 1, Los Angeles County 18, Beverly 
Hills 1, Claremont 1, Los Angeles 16, Pomona 1, San Gabriel 
3, South Gate 1, Roseville 1, Sacramento County 1, San Fran- 
cisco 2, Sonoma County md Stanislaus County 2. 


Malaria 


2 cases: San Francisco 1, California 1.* 


Measles 


607 cases: Alameda 1, Berkeley 3, Fresno County 
4, Fresno 1, Imperial ‘County 8, Imperial 4, ‘Inyo County 1, 
Kern County 119, Bakersfield 13, Delano 8, Tehachapi oe Kings 
County 11, Lemoore 12, Los Angeles County 3, Arcadia 1, 
Glendora 2, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 6, Los Angeles 29, 
Manhattan 1, Monrovia 1, Pasadena 1, Pomona 19, South 
Pasadena 1, Madera County 3, Merced County 22, Monterey 
County 4, Soledad 8, Orange County 21, Anaheim 2, Placentia 
9, Roseville 1, Riverside County 11, Blythe 3, Hemet 5, Sacra- 
mento 8. San Bernardino County 38, San Bernardino 2, Upland 
7, San Diego County 4, National City 4, San Diego 78, San 


Joaquin County 4, San Luis Obispo 1, Santa Barbara County 


5, Palo Alto 3, San Jose 2, Stanislaus County 3, Modesto l, 
Turl oeck 11, Exeter 3; Lindsay 29, Porterville 5, Visalia 38, 
Ventura County 30, Oxnard 14, Santa Paula 10, Marysville 1. 


Mumps 


568 cases: Alameda 11, Albany 2, Berkeley 3, Oakland 85, San. 


Leandro 10, Amador County 1, Fresno County 3, Fresno 11, 
Sanger 14, Calexico 1, Kern County 20, Delano 1, Los Angeles 
County 34, Arcadia 1, Burbank 5, Compton 10, Glendale 11, 
Huntington Park 1, Long Beach 26, Los Angeles 20, Montebello 
7, Pasadena 1, Pomona 7, Redondo 1, Santa Monica 3, South 
Gate 1, Maywood 2, Madera County 8, Madera 4, Merced County 
1, Gustine 1, Monterey County 1, Monterey 2, Napa County 7, 
Calistoga 2, St. Helena 3, Orange County 2, Anaheim 8, Santa 
Ana 11, Roseville 4, Riverside County 2, Sacramento 4, San 
Diego County 32, La Mesa 2, National City 6, Oceanside 5, San 
Diego 13, San Francisco 81, San Joaquin County 3, Stockton 5, 
San Luis Obispo County 3, San Luis Obispo 1, Santa Barbara 
County 3, Santa Barbara 5, Santa Clara County 12, San Jose 
16, Santa Clara 1, Santa Cruz County 2, Santa Cruz 1, Sonoma 
County 1, Stanislaus County 5, Modesto 4, Turlock 1, Dinuba 
11, Porterville 2, Visalia 1, Santa Paula 1, Ojai 1, Yolo County 
1, Woodland 1, California 1.* 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


70 eases: Calaveras County 1, Colusa County 1, Kern County 
1, Los Angeles County 6, Arcadia 2, Glendale 1, Long Beach 3, 
Los Angeles 23, Montebello 1, Santa Monica 1, Madera County 
2, Monterey County 1, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 1, Riverside County 
2, Sacramento 2, National City 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 
14, San Luis Obispo County 1, Lompoc 1, Sonoma County 1, 
Exeter 1, Yolo County l. | 


Scarlet Fever 


233 cases: Alameda 5, Oakland 6, Contra Costa County 2, 
Pittsburg 1, Richmond 38, Fresno County 1, Fresno 3, Imperial 
County 8, Brawiey 3, Kern County 9, Bakersfield 4, Delano 1, 
Kings County 1, Lassen County 6, Los Angeles County 17, 
Alhambra 2, Compton 1, Glendale 1, Huntington Park 1, Ingle- 
wood 1, Long Beach 5, Los Angeles 46, Pasadena 6, Pomona 2, 
Redondo +4, San Fernando 1, San Gabriel 3, Santa Monica 8, 
Whittier 4, Lynwood 1, Hawthorne 1, South Gate 2, Maywood 
1, Madera County 3, San Rafael 2, Merced County 1, Grass 


Valley 2, Orange County 2, Newport Beach 1, Santa Ana 4, 


La Habra 1, Laguna Beach 1, Corona 3, Perris 1, Riverside 
3, Sacramento County 2, San Bernardino County 3, Upland 2, 
San Diego County 1, Chula Vista 3, La Mesa 1, National City 
1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 12, San Joaquin County 5, San 
Mateo 1, Santa Barbara 3, Santa Clara County 2, Los Gatos 1, 
San Jose 1, Santa Cruz County 1, Santa Cruz 1, Sierra County 
2, Lindsay 1, Visalia 1, Ventura County 3, California 6.* 


Smallpox 


41 cases: Imperial County 2, no 3, Kern County 1, Kings 
County 9, Lemoore 5, Los Angeles County 2, Alhambra 1, El 
Monte 2, Los Angeles 9, Madera County i, Nevada County i 
Stockton 2, Exeter 3. 


Typhoid Fever 7 
3 cases: Los Angeles 1, Stanislaus County 1, California 1.* 


Whooping Cough 


§21 cases: Alameda County 5, Alameda 11, Albany 3, Berkeley 
15, Oakland 54, Piedmont 9, San Leandro 2, Gridley 2, Colusa 
County 1, Contra Costa County 4, Concord 3, Martinez 2, 
Pittsburg 2, Fresno County 1, Fresno 5, Reedley 1, Eureka 2, 
Brawley 1, Inyo County 1, Kern County 6, Bakersfield 1, 
Delano 1, Kings County 4, Los Angeles County 16, Alhambra 8, 
Burbank 1, Glendale 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 20, Pasadena 
4, Pomona i Lynwood 7, South Gate 2, Madera County 1, 
Madera 1, Merced County 2. Napa County 8, Orange 3, Santa 
Ana 1, Roseville 5, Riverside County 1, Sacramento County 9, 
Sacramento 63, San Bernardino County 2, San Diego County 13, 
Chula Vista 5, Escondido 2, La Mesa 1, National City 3, San 
Diego 31, San Francisco 62, San Joaquin County 27, Stockton 
12, San Luis Obispo County 4, Paso Robles l, San Mateo 
County 3, Daly City 1, San Bruno 1, San Mateo 10, Santa 
Barbara County i; Santa Clara County 13, Mountain View 2; 


Palo Alto 13, San Jose 7, Santa Clara 2, Santa Cruz 1, Sierra 


County 1, Fairfield y Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 9, Stanislaus 
County 1, Ventura County 2, ‘Ventura i; Yolo County 2. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
3 cases: Butte County 1, Shasta County 1, Vallejo 1. 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 


1 case: Long Beach. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) | 

7 cases: Fresno County 1, Imperial County 1, Los Angeles 2, 
Sonoma County 3. 
Pellagra | 

8 cases: Imperial County 6, Los Angeles 2. 


Tetanus 
2 cases: Los Angeles 1, ‘San Fernando 1, 


Trachoma 

16 cases: Imperial Desnate 1, Los Angeles County 4, Madera 
County 1, Riverside County 10. 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) 

2 cases: San Francisco. 


Paratyphoid Fever 
1 case: San Mateo County. 


Rabies (Human) 
1 case: Los Angeles. 


Trichinosis 
§ cases: Monterey County 1, San Francisco 4. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
25 cases: Merced County 1, Sonoma County 24, 


Food Poisoning 
1 case: San Mateo 


Undulant Fever 


a mae Chico 1, Fullerton 2, Ontario 1, Visalia 1, Marys- 
ville 1. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma 
1 case: Los Angeles County. 


Septic Sore Throat 


5 cases: Albany 2, Richmond 1, Kings County 1, San Diego 
County 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


47 cases: Imperial County 1, Kern County 1, Bakersfield 1, 
Los Angeles County 5, Alhambra 1, Beverly Hills 1, Compton 1, 
Glendale 1, Hermosa i; Inglewood 1, Los Angeles 22, Los 
Banos 1, Riverside County 1, Redlands 1, San Bernardino - 
Daly City 1, Atherton 1, Santa Clara County 3, Mountain 
View 1, San Jose 1. : 


* Cases charged to iii ia’? represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who ntracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout’ the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are n chargeable to any one locality. 
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